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1. Origin

After the severance of diplomatic relations between Taiwan
and Japan in 1972, the bilateral cultural, economic, educational
exchanges remain close. It has been fifty years since the fist Japanese
language courses was officially offered in Taiwan’s university in the
1960s. Nowadays, forty universities have established the department
of Japanese language and literature or the department of applied
Japanese language. Among them, thirty percent of these departments
established master programs (Soochow University and NCCU
Program in Japan Studies include doctorial program) and ten
universities established the center for Japanese studies. Despite that
Japanese language education has developed vigorously, there is still
a long way to go before it reaches the ideal goal of “training
professionals who truly understand Japan.” Therefore, to which
direction should the centers for Japanese studies in Taiwan’s
universities head? There are several urgent tasks: Discuss the
problems encountered in the actual exchanges between Japan and
Taiwan; understand Japan’s deep culture, nation, government
profoundly; promote the integrations of researchers; intensify
multi-disciplinary Japanese studies; serve as correct indicators in
promoting the relation between Japan and Taiwan’s industrial,
governmental, and academic sector, and train the outstanding
professionals in the field of Japanese studies. It will help to bring
Taiwanese-Japanese relations to the higher level.

In December 2010, in order to understand the current situation

11
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of Japanese studies in the world, a group of “Yushikisha (7§ 3%,
translated as knowledgeable people)” invited fifteen foreign notable
specialists and scholars to Taiwan and hold a cross-discipline forum
of Japanese studies entitled “Thinking and Practicing Taiwan-Japan
Mutual Understanding.” This forum provides some insights for
future Japanese studies development in Taiwan. In the lecture “View
from Other Culture: Possibility of International Japanese Studies,”
delivered by the former Director General of the Agency for Cultural
Affairs Professor Tamotsu Aoki, he analyzed the importance of area
studies and introduced the current situation of Japanese studies in the
United States and other Asian countries. He pointed out that Taiwan
has already met the basic qualification of Japanese studies.

In view of the above, Dr. Chia-Chin Lee, President of
Association of East Asian Relations, convened specialists and
schoalrs from Centers for Japanese Research and Department of
Japanese Literature and Language at the Universities in Taiwan to
establish the Preparation Committee of “Joint Forum 2015 -
Japanese Studies in Taiwan.” After three meetings, the committee
decided to hold this forum. We express our sincere gratitude to
President Dr. Chia-Chin Lee and Division Director Ching-cheng Ku
of Association of East Asian Relations for financing the publishing
of this book.

In this furom, we had honor to invited three important guest
speakers from three disciplines, economy, civil society, and

artitecture culture, to deliver special lectures. These three important
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speakers were Dr. Chiang Pin-kung, Senior Advisors to the Office of
the President, Professor Yutaka Tsujinaka, President of Japanese
Political Science Association, and Kengo Kuma, Professor at the
Department of Architecture, Graduate School of Engineering at the
University of Tokyo. In the research paper presentation section, there
are three research papers from three disciplines. In the culture
discipline, 1  presented my research  paper entitled
“Taiwanese-Japanese ‘inter-cultural’ understanding and
redevelopment of Japanese Studies.” In the international relations
discipline, Professor Chang Chi-hsiung provided a presentation of
his research paper “Adoping the Foreign policy of ‘Balancing China
with the U.S.” in the second Abe Administration.” In the economic
discipline, Professor Hsien-Yang Su presented his research paper
“The Tasks and Prospects of Abeconomics.”

Moreover, in the third section, participants in this forum
discussed two themes: “How to combine professionals’ expertise in
the field of Japanese stuides in Taiwan” and “Training young
scholars in the field of Japanese stuides — from Japanese literature
and language education to Japanese studies.” Every participant
actively provided pleasure opinions and discussed these two themes
in depth.

This book consist of the comprehensive content of these three
sections in this forum, including spcial lectures, research peper
preseations, and forum discussion. We believe that these insightful

arguments and constructive content not only can provide imporant
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reference for Taiwanese-Japanese relations but also can bring
profound influence to the future development of the field of Japanese

studies.

I1. Problem and Thinking

In the era with rapid changes characterized by globalization,
regionalization and localization, we fully realize that this field has
been focused on training professionals in the subfield of Japanese
literature and language and indeed achieved fruitful results; however,
this field overlooked the importance of training professionals of
Japanese studies as a whole and consequently not enough young
scholars can carry on tasks left by the last generation. The result is
that our government (Ministry of Science and Technology) has not
recognized Japanese studies as a discipline yet. For future
perspectives, Taiwan now faces the worldwide trend of emphasizing
inter-discipline research. Based on the solid foundation in the
Japanese literature and language training established by our
predecessor, we need to sincerely think about the problem of training
professionals for the whole field of Japanese studies.

The region of East Asia is now facing a historical transition
period. “Area Identity” in the aspects of history understanding and
territorial issues among East Asian countries remain disaccord. This
bred mutual distrust and intensification of conflict. We are concerned
that the escalation of frictions resulted from the conflict of

nationalisms may cause the inextricable situation. Although the
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international society has increasing interests in societal, cultural,
education, and economic situation in Taiwan; however, because there
is no official diplomatic relations between Taiwan and Japan,
Taiwan’s relations with Japan are restricted by China’s responses.
Thus, we need to notice the fact that the political structures in the
East Asian region and between Japan and China have changed and
understand the complicated problem presented by diverse societies
of the East Asian countries.

Regarding the geographical location and condition, Taiwan and
Japan are both island countries and encounter the similar problems
like earthquake, disaster relief, medication, aging, sub-replacement
fertility, etc. Moreover, Taiwan and Japan share air route and
resource of fishing and Taiwan needs professionals who is able to
negotiate with Japan. If we can train and integrate professionals
specializing in Japanese studies through the support of government
and private enterprises, we are able to investigate Japan’s culture and
nationality and learn lessons from Japan’s experiences. Learning
from Japan’s experience and overcoming each other’s shortcoming
will strengthen ties between Japan and Taiwan and contribute to the
further integration of East Asian region.

Japanese Studies is a part of “Area Studies.” The most
important studies that the East Asian society needs is the
complementary research in the East Asian countries. In addition, it is
necessary for Japanese studies in Taiwan clarifying its position.

Through this forum, we hope to deliberate several issues: (1) the

15
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integration of professionals and the development direction of
Japanese studies in Taiwan; (2) The international cooperation of
Japanese studies in the East Asia; (3) The future strategies of
Japanese studies in Taiwan, e.g. training professionals of Japanese
studies. Except these, we should establish lateral communication and
exchange information with the institutions of Japanese studies in the
world and establish the dialogue mechanism between humanity and

social science disciplines.

I11. Strategy, Opportunity, and Goal

In the twentieth century, the end of Cold War and globalization
brought new changes to international society and it caused critical
challenges to the traditional “area studies.” Especially in a highly
information society, the public can access to the knowledge and
information rapidly and it challenges the professionality of “area
studies.” Japanese studies in Taiwan trapped in a situation that the
trainings in the education system do not meet the actual needs in the
society. In other words, the mutual perception of the development of
Japanese studies in Taiwan is limited to “language training” and it
becomes increasingly apparent. Based on this, we need to rethink
about constructing an integration mechanism of Japanese studies in
Taiwan. This mechanism should encourages all the institutions
develop compoundedly and diversely, train future professionals of
Japanese studies, response to the new trend of cross-institutional

cooperation and international joint research, and think about the
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function and meaning of “specialists” and “intellectuals.” The main
purpose of this forum is to discuss how to share the comprehensive
and diverse knowledge and experience of Japanese studies with each
other and seek for understanding and solution. Borrowing the
thoughts and knowledge of “specialists” and “intellectuals,” we hope
to discuss the problems and get improvement and turn a crisis to an
opportunity. We consider the development of Japanese studies should

head to this new direction.
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