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Climate change, mass extinction of plant and animal species, and widespread
pollution of sky, sea, and land make clear the extent to which humans have shaped
global ecologies. This talk overviews environmental concerns in Asia - home to more
than half the world's population, an increasingly significant contributor to global
carbon dioxide emissions, and an area acutely vulnerable to climate change and rising
sea levels. The talk then introduces the work of creative writers from India to Korea,

Japan, and the United States, exploring how literary works have grappled with Asian

environmental crises from the local to the global.
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